m;»nter 2009

Winter 2009

| Member, Associated Bodywork & Massage Professionals

The Importance of Proper Posture
Correct Alignment Leads to Better Health

Hope Bentley

Talk of good posture often generates
images of women walking in a circle with
books balanced on their heads or
soldiers standing at attention. But good
posture does not have to be rigid or
ridiculous. In fact, far from ridiculous,
it may be the key to good health.

According to Patrick Wroblewski, a
Boulder, Colorado-based structural
integration practitioner, "Good posture
is a dynamic, working awareness of how
gravity is coming down through the
body." In other words, just as the body
moves and changes throughout the day,
so should posture.

Wroblewski explains that many people
come in to his practice with complaints

misalignment, like standing with a hip
cocked to one side. These common
forms of less-than-perfect posture mean
less-than-healthy consequences for the
body.

Does Posture Matter?
Ever feel low on energy? Get sick often?
Experience headaches or digestive upset,
like constipation or diarrhea? Feel less
agile than you used to be? Your
postural habits may be behind these
symptoms.

Proper posture means the body is
aligned so that all the muscles work as
they were designed to. On the other
hand, poor posture leads to inefficient
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Working in front of a computer often leads to poor posture. Learn how to counteract the effects.

of lower back pain, and stiff necks and
shoulders, most of which have a direct
correlation to poor posture. If a person
sits hunched in front of a computer
screen all day, it's likely the head hovers
towards the screen, the lower back has
collapsed and the tail bone is supporting
the weight, and legs are crossed or
splayed. Bad standing posture includes
the same hunching or lateral

movement, causing the muscles to have
to do extra work. For instance, if the
head isn't resting correctly on top of the
neck and spine but hovers over the chest
instead, the muscles at the back of the
neck have to remain contracted to hold
the head up. The results? Circulation
becomes hindered, and oxygen and
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nutrients have a hard time flowing
through the body. Contracted muscles
are less able to receive hydration and
energy, and the tissue eventually
becomes hard and fibrous. Eventually,
muscles can pull bones out of alignment
and cause serious problems and
discomfort.

The bottom line is, poor posture can
lead to muscular stress and fatigue,
which can in turn lead to deficient
circulation, compromised immunity,
and poor lymph flow--which brings us
back to low energy, frequent illness,
headaches, digestive issues, and waning
agility. So to answer our earlier
question, yes, posture matters.

Perfecting Posture
Correcting poor posture requires
undoing the hardening, or fibrosis, of
the muscles that have been habitually
contracted, allowing them to relax and
the bones to move back into place.
Perhaps a simple concept, but not an
easy task.

Wroblewski uses a combination of
techniques to help correct posture:
Swedish massage can help increase
circulation and release chronically held
areas. Deep tissue massage helps wake up
the body and reverse some of the fibrosis
in the tissue. And other bodywork
techniques can further precipitate
postural adjustments. He says, "Any
kind of manipulation--craniosacral,
acupressure--can cause an unwinding of
tension and allow the body to release to
the position in which it belongs."

Wroblewski also recommends movement
education, an umbrella term that
includes many types of bodywork, such
as Alexander Technique, Feldenkrais
Method, Hellerwork, and Trager
Approach. Movement education
advocates that one's body structure and
movements can get stuck in habitual,
unhealthy patterns. Movement
education unwinds the patterns and
teaches the body, as well as the mind,
anew. This is done through a series of
sessions where practitioners may use
hands-on manipulation to teach the
student different, more efficient ways to
move, sit, stand, reach, bend, lift and
walk. Ultimately, this balances the body
and allows energy to move freely.

Movement education techniques may be

especially beneficial for people suffering
from chronic difficulties, but also for
anyone trying to achieve higher levels of
physical and mental wellness.

According to Wroblewski, bodywork can
induce a "neutral reprogramming,” so
that people can start from scratch and
learn to recognize when good posture is
breaking down. Then the necessary
adjustments can be made.

What's a Body To Do?

Desk jobs are notorious for wreaking
havoc and causing postural
impairments. Sitting for hours on end
staring at a computer screen is likely one
of the worst things you can do to your
body. If you spend a lot of time sitting,
make sure both feet are flat on the
ground to give yourself a "tripod" of
stability for the spine to rest on. Also, be
sure to take frequent breaks, even if it
just means walking to the window for a
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moment, or getting a glass of water. And
when standing, distribute weight evenly
between both feet, and don't lock the
knees or ankles.

Good posture takes practice, practice,
practice and constant reminding.
Wroblewski suggests leaving reminders
in places where you will run into them
throughout your day.

Old habits die hard, and this is true for
muscular habits too. Be sure to schedule
a series of massage treatments to help
retrain the body. And talk to your
practitioner about stretches and posture
tips that can enhance your massage
sessions. As you progress, you will notice
less joint and muscle pain, fewer

headaches, more energy, and possibly
even stronger immunity and better
digestion. Finally, you will develop a
stronger awareness of your body and an
increased sense of well being.

Practice makes perfect! Good postural habits require repetition and practice, practice, practice.




Is the Season Getting You Down?

Shine the Light on Winter Blues

In northern climates when the heavy
snows fall and the sun moves south,
many people find their moods shift
from upbeat to downright depressed.
The severe  form  of  winter
depression--called seasonal affective
disorder, or SAD--affects at least two
million North Americans. Another
thirty-nine million experience milder
symptoms of moodiness and extended
sleep patterns that somewhat resemble
hibernation.

Overeating, sleeping for prolonged
periods, mood swings, carbohydrate
cravings, and weight gain during winter
months may be more than just
symptoms of cabin fever. They can
suggest a biochemical reaction caused by
a lack of exposure to sunlight.

Like all living things, we humans are
sensitive to the seasons and sunlight. We
secrete a hormone called melatonin,
which helps us sleep at night and stay
awake during the day. Melatonin
production is directly linked to sun
exposure. So, as the days get shorter

during the winter, our bodies produce
more and more melatonin and we can
literally feel like going into a cave and
hibernating.

Many SAD sufferers manage their
seasonal depression with daily exposure
to full-spectrum lamps or light boxes.
By getting daily doses of natural light,
they can fool their brains into thinking
it's summertime, and their need to sleep
decreases.

Recent research shows that timing these
light therapy sessions to our natural
biological clocks is even more beneficial
than usage during the day. Exposure to
natural spectrum bright light for thirty
minutes on awakening is twice as
effective as evening sessions, and one
study found this practice actually had an
80 percent chance of sending SAD into
remission.

If winter blues are getting to you,
consider investing in a full spectrum
lamp and use it first thing in the
morning--because SAD is for the bears.

Loosen the grip of seasonal affective disorder.

Hot or Cold for Injuries?

How to Know Which is Best for You

Art Riggs

We all know that treating an injury
immediately after it happens can help
minimize the pain and damage as well as
facilitate recovery. But after rolling your
ankle in a soccer game, or hurting your
back when lifting your toddler, or
tweaking your knee when stepping out of
your car, what's best? Should you ice it
to try to control inflammation, or would
heat be better to promote circulation?

While it's difficult to establish a fail-safe
rule for when to apply ice or heat, the
general directive is to use ice for the first
forty-eight to seventy-two hours after an
acute injury and then switch to heat.

It Depends
The reality is that many conditions are
not necessarily the result of a specific

injury. | call these conditions “recurrent
acute™ and find them by far the most
common: sciatica that occurs when you
drive a car; a back that flare up every
time you garden; or tennis elbow from
intense computer work. In these cases,
consistent and frequent applications of
ice may prove very helpful over long
periods of time, particularly
immediately after experiencing the event
that causes problems.

Conversely, back or other muscle spasms
caused by overexertion rather than
injury may benefit greatly from heat
immediately upon the onset of
symptoms or immediately after exercise
in order to relax the muscles and
increase circulation. Also, muscle belly
pain not resulting from acute and

serious trauma generally responds well
to heat, which can break the spasms and
release the strain. On the other hand,
nerve and tendon pain--regardless of
the duration of symptoms, even if you've
been experience them for
months--benefit from ice.

What Works for You

The bottom line: different individuals
will constitutionally vary greatly in their
reactions. Some people are more prone
to the types of inflammation exacerbated
by heat, while others find their bodies
contracting and tightening at the mere
mention of ice. Try each option and pay
close attention to how your body and
mind respond, and let your gut be your
guide. Ultimately, what works best for
you is, well, what's best for you.
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The Box Butte County Health Fair is coming on March 21,

JonyI does gOOd 2009. There are always a variety of services featured at the

health fair and the cholesterol screenings are always a major

t th b d draw. | have participated every year since becoming a
O e O y- licensed massage therapist. However, this year | have

. decided to promote the Alliance Trader along with my
-Proverbs 17:22

husband in the Home Show...so please come see us there!
WE hope to help any of our members as well as newcomers
and visitors to the site understand how to use some of the
features of the website or answer any questions.

Don't forget!

ALLIANCE HIGH SCHOOL

HOME SHOW - MARCH 21-22, 2009
HEALTH FAIR - MARCH 21, 2009
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